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Preſent Conduct: 


WHEREIN, 
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the PRETENDER are Enquir'd 
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LET TEN 


WIHIGS & 


EFORE I enter upon the Mat- 
ter Intended, I muſt, to avoid 
Cavils, determine who it is I 


ſhift it from one to another, or from one 
Party to another, and ſay, he does not 
ſpeak to me, or he does not ſpeak to us, 
and the like. 5 
This Letter is directed to, and defign'd 
for the Admonition of thoſe we call 
Hot Whizs, and thoſe only; Thoſe 
Whigs, who being violently Embark'd 
in the preſent Party Heats, between 
New and Old Miniſtry, carry on the 
Breach to that Irreconcilable Dreadful 
Height which we now ſee it is brought 
to: Of theſe, I doubt, this is too true a 
EE A 2 Cha- 


ſpeak to, that Men may not 


0a) 

Character, That Reproaching the pre- 
ſent Perſons entruſted with the Admini- 
ſtration, with innumerable Errors of Con- 
duct, they ſeem rather to oppoſe what is 
doing, becauſe of the Inſtruments AQ- 
ing it, than becauſe of the Illegality of 
the Actions; and rather to defire the Ruin 
of the Miniſters of State, than their Re- 
formation; the Motto of theſe Mens 
Banner, againſt the Miniſtry, appealing 
ta their own Conſciences, and taken 
from their own Mouths, is this, YO U 
HAG. D, OR WE UNDONE. 
It is a Mournful Reflection to make in 
A Chriſtian Nation, that ſuch a Temper 
ſhould be found among us, and this 

gives me Hope, that ſomething may be 
offer d to you Gentlemen, before you 
lunge your ſelves into an Inextricable La- 
55 rinth; to prevail with you ſeriouſſy to 
rr What it is you are doing, and 
to what Iſſue ſuch Actions as theſe muſt 
come: If a calm diſintereſted Expoſtu- 
lation may have any Effect, you will, 
hereafter, Bleſs the Agent of lo needful 
a Pacification; if not, you ſhall not run 
Headlong into your Deſtruction, and 
the Ruin of your Country, without a 
Friendly Admonition , nor ſhall you be 
able to fay, you have not been warn'd 
of the Conſequences, It 


455 


It is true, things are come to a terrible 
extremity among us; the Feud of Parties 
is grown up to ſuch a height, as ſeems too 
great for any Mediation; the Rage is 
ſo high, a Parly cannot be expected; no- 
thing ſeems to be before us, but Drawing 
the Sword, and Throwing away the 
Scabbard ; and we expett all the Con- 
ſequences of Parties, entlam'd by their 
own Paſſions to ſuch a Degree that Wa- 
ter will not quench it ; and People ſeem 
to Thirſt after ſomething, which ought 
not to be Nam'd among Chriſtians. 

This, it muſt be confeſs'd, is a Dange- 
rous Conjuncture, to attempt the Offfes 
of a Moderator in, and he that ſhall, 
offer to throw Water upon theſe Flames, 
runs a greater Hazard, than he that 
Embarks in the Quarrel with you can do; 
tho' I muſt own, I look upon that alſo, 
to be tenfold more Riſque, than his that 
Embarks againſt you, 

Some Learned Men endeavouring to 
give a rational Account of the ſtrange 
Eruptions of Fire in the Mountains of 
Atua, Vejuvius, Heckela, and other 
Volcano? s, Which have been ſo Terrible 
and Dreadful as no Tongue can exprels, 
have found this to be the beſt way to 
ſolve the Difficulty of it, (viz.) That 
there 
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| there being a prodigious quantity of 
| Sulphurous Matter in the Body of the 
F Earth, which, by natural Agitations, 
have been many Ages ago ſer on Fire, 
ſpreading to an extraordinary Extent of 
| Ground, by its force conſuming the 
: Earth, and that Earth again falling in 
i as the parts ſupporting it are Conſum'd, 
| meets at length with tome Subterraneous 
Waters, whoſe Current the Earth that 
preſcrib'd it like Banks, being fallen 1 
away, turns, and at once pours it ſelf 
into the horrible Gulph of Fire; where 
the Rarification being ſudden and un- 
ſpeakably violent, vents it ſelf through 
the Cavities and Paſſages of the Mount- 
ains into the Air, caſting up Streams of 
Liquid Fire, vaſt Stones, Clouds of 
Aſhes and Smoak, to the Terrour of the 
World, as may be deſcrib'd by throwing 
Water haſtily into the Mouth of a Fur- 
nace, when the Fire being Fierce it ſhall 
burſt out in your Face, Aſhes, Smoak, 
and Coals coming out together, withTen 
times more violence than the Water 
went in with, _ | 
You will pardon the Digreſſion of this 
Alluſion, becauſe I profeſs to expect from 
the violence of the enflam'd Spirits who 
I am ſpeaking to, ſome Eruption of 
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"ST 
their Paſſions, * while I endeavour to 
pour Water into this Fire. 
But who knows the Power of calm 
Reaſoning and patient coo]Expoſtulation 2 
What tho? you are not in ſpeaking Terms 
with the Miniſtry, and tho? the more 
Water they pour in upon your Temper, 
the more violent Eruptions of your 
Paſſions are to be expected, ſo that no- 
thing is to be hoped for from you on that 
Side, but Battle and no Quarter, yet 
who knows but you may allay and tem- 
o your ſelves a few Moments, at the 
incere Motion of thoſe, who would fain 
reconcile you to your ſelves, and that 
you may be mov d to liſten to a Word of 
perſwaſion from a Friend? 
Is eſteem thoſe People among your moſt 
dangerous Enemies, who either prompt 
you to think your Power greater than it 
is, or who, if your Power were as Su- 
perior as they ſuppoſe it, and would have 
you believe it tobe, prompt you to Ex- 
erciſe it in that Cruel and Mercileſs man- 
ner upon your Country-men and Fellow 
Chriſtians, as their Diſcourſe is every 
Day full of. This, I think, is Impo- 
litick to your ſelves, BECAUSE there 
being no ſuch viſible Appearance of 
your Succeſs, as they Flatter you to 
| a believe; 
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believe; you thereby ſeem to Chalk 
out what you ought to expect in the 
Treatment you are to receive from your 
Adverſaries, by the Treatment you 
threaten them with, in Caſe they come 
into your Power. If Haman had ſeen 
the leaſt room to ſuſpect the miſcarriage 
of his Bloody Deſign againſt the Jews, 
he would never have made ſuch a Decla- 
ration of his reſolved Execution againſt 
Mordecai, as ſetting up a Gibbet Fifty 
Cubits high ; it being the moſt Natural 
thing in the World to him, to have ex- 
pected the Fate he met with; as being 
pointed out by his own Finger, and he 
feem'd to Summon the Juſtice of his 
Adverſaries, to ſuch a Retaliation, by 
his own Preſcription. _ 

While then, any Men among you de- 
clare for Blood, and for ſhewing no 
Mercy, tho', even at the ſame time, if 
I may judge Impartially for You, there 
appears no rational view of obtaining 
thoſe Ends; Do they not Legitimate the 
utmoſt Severity which your Enemies can 
return upon you, as a juſt Retaliation 
of your own Meaſures? 


This Introductory Caution, I do but 
mention now, deſigning to ſpeak more 
N Alargel 


z 


ts * 
largely to it hereafter, while from a ſin- 
cere deſire to moderate your Paſſions, 
and prevent your Inevitable Suppreſſion, 
1 defire to Expoſtulate of a few things 
in your preſent Conduct, that, if poſſible, 
you may be brought to ſee your Miſtakes, 
and avoid the Conſequences which muſt 
be to your Diſadvantage. | 

In order to Argue cloſely with you, 
as beſt ſuits the Nature of an Expoſtula- 
tion, J muſt firſt lay down ſome things, 
which Wiſe and Impartial Men blame 
you for, and which I ſhall give the com- 


mon Evidences of, by which, they prove 


that Blame to be juſt; not that I am 
bringing any Charge againſt you, I 
Accuſe you not, there is one that Accuſes 
or Excuſes you, even Conſcience, to 
whom you ought to appeal. 

Having laid down, as I fay, the Facts, 
I ſhall Argue on the Suppaſition of their 
being True; and ſhall then Expoſtulate 
with you freely, upon the Grand Queſti- 
ons, which you ought ſincerely ro ask 
your ſelves, (viz } What are we doing? 
To what Extremities are we running 2 
Whar will be the Conſequences to us, to 
our Country, to our Poſterity, to our 
Religion and to our Liberties, if we go 
on! | 
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The Things which, as above, Thinks 
ing and Conſidering Men blame you for, 


are ſuch as theſe : 


1. That your Complaints of Grie- 


vances, are manag'd in an Unjuſtifiable 


and Unchriſtian manner. 


2. That the Heats upon theſe Com- 


plaints, are carried on to an Uujuſtifi- 


able Extreme. 
3. And to theſe, I muſt add a Third, 


(viz,) That if the firſt are True, then 


you pur your Selves, your Country, and 
your Poſterity, in an Imprudent and 
Unjuſtifiable Hazard, by theſe Meaſures, 


The Explanation and Evidence of Fact, 
in all theſe Caſes, ſhall run thro? the 
whole Courſe of theſe Sheets, rather 


than be ſpoken of apart; becauſe, tho! 1 


deſire to ſpeak Convincingly and Clearly 


in them all, yet the Nature of them all 
ſo evidently lying in every one and the 


ſame Action, it will be neceſſary to 
repeat them ſo often, that while any 


part is left to ſpeak of, no part can be 


diſmiſs'd. 
The Foundations of our preſent Heats, 


they ſay, are reduc'd to Two ſhort 


Heads, (viz.) 1. The Queen's diſmiſſing 


the 


(11) 
the Late Miniſtry, and (2.) Adminiſtring 
Her Affairs by the Preſent. The Power 
the Queen has to change her Servants, 
they alleage,admits no Diſpute;that it has 
been ſpoken of largely, and no real juſti- 
fiable Grievance can be founded on that 

Tt. 3 
P Neither was ita Sin, ſay they, againſt 
the Conſtitution in the preſent Miniſtry, 
to come in, or accept of the Honour 
done them by the Queen, (viz.) of En- 
truſting them with the Adminiſtration ; 
nay, litterally ſpeaking, and ſpeaking 
the Court Language, it is very juſtifi- 
able in them to endeavour by a Legal 
Admiſſion, to be put into the Miniſtry , 
if not, the People who ſeek it now, 
Incur the ſame Charge with much greater 
diſadvantage, becauſe thoſe endeavour'd 
to perſwade her Majeſty to the Change 
ſhe did make, and theſe endeavour to 
Force her to the Change they would 
have her make, by plunging her Affairs 
in ſuch a manner, as to make it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for her to do ſo. 

The firſt part of this Charge, is, That 
of the Scandalous Treatment of Supe- 
riours. How the Parties have Acted ever 
ſince the beginning of this Change, has 
been the Subject of ſo many Debates, 
F B 2 ſuch 
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ſuch Hot and Reproachful Pamphlets and 
Libels on both Sides, that with Grief J 
mention it, have been. the Shame of the 
Britiſh Nation; ſo little Temper, ſo 
little Modeſty, ſuch Perſonal Reflecti- 
ons, ſuch Slander, ſuch Paſſions, as I 
believe, I may ſay, has never been ſeen 
Acted among Chriſtians, or among Gen- 
tlemen, ſince the Name of Chriſtian 
or Gentleman, has been known in the 
World. | | „ 

It is moſt True, That both Sides have 
been exceeding Guilty in this part, and 
the Scandal, the Dirt, the Reproach caſt 
upon Men of Honour by Name, has 
been moſt unſufferable on both Sides; 
J juſtify neither, but is it not ſurprizing 
toſee the Whizs, whoſe pretences to 
Moderation and Chriſtianity have run 
high, who in former Times, were wont 
to carry a good Cauſe by juſt Meaſures, 
and who in their Prints, complain ſo 
loudly of the Examiner, for his Treat- 
ment of the Duke of M gh, fall 
In the fouleit manner poſſible, into the 
ſame Error. I am not juſtifying the 
Examiner in his Treatment of the Duke 
of N 2h, nor any other Fomen- 
ters of Scandal on that Side, I equally 
abhor the Method: But let me ſpeak to 

| I : you, 
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you, who I call Honeſt Men, in the 
Language of honeſt Men, look into your 
own ſecret Party Converſation, as well 
as public Coftee-houſe Diſcourſe and 
Printed Pamphlets, and let me appeal to 
your own Conſciences , Is not this part 
of the Charge too home upon you? Has 
any thing, that ever the oppoſite Party 
either Said or Printed, upon the whole 
Body of the Late Miniſtry, come up to 
the Language you give the Preſent Mi- 
niftry in your common Diſcourſe? Have 
any of the Libels and Pamphlets, Print- 
ed either by the Examiner, or even Abel 
himſelf, come up to the Ambaſſadreſſes 
Speech, Neck or Nothing, and the mul- 
titude of Iaſolencies in the F!ying-Poſt 
upon the preſent Miniſtry ; and nor only 
ſo, but even the Perſon and Actions of 
the Queen herſelf. 
What is the Reaſon that your Friends 
haveleft you, and indeed are frighted from 
you? Why ſo many who were Whigs in 
Principle, and that from their beginning, 
and remain Orthodox both in their Judg- 
ment and Practice to this Hour, as to the 
Love of Liberty, the Preſervation of the 
Conſtitution, their Adherence to the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion, and to every Article 
on which our Natural Safety depends, 

are 
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are yet parted from you, amaz d at your 
Conduct, and can neither in Honour 
or Conſcience, join with you? Is it not 
becauſe they ſee Railing and Curling 
bitterly, which they are aſſur'd is not a 
_ Chriſtian Spirit, is your daily Practice? 
Is it not becauſe they ſee you Breathing 
out Partial Judgments, and Poſitive 
Vengeance, things expreſly forbidden to 
Man by the Laws of God ; and that you 
point this Rage, not as Juſtice , but 
as your Party and Paſſions direct? Is it 
not becauſe they lee that you cover a 
Secret Perſonal Deſign againſt the pre- 
ſent Miniſters of State, by the Pretence 
only of Publick Safety, when nothing 
appears to be Acted againſt the Publick 
Safety, or ſb much as deſign'd againſt it; 
and that in all your Conduct, you make 
the Charge againſt the Miniſtry, to be 
rather Suppoſitious, than direct, the Fears 
of Popery, Tyranny, and the Pretender; 
Matter of Clamour, rather than of Sub- 
ſtance; and the Grievances of the Nation 
ſeem to be form'd in Imagination, not 

in the Evidence of Fact. 
I would direct my Diſcourſe to vou, 
{ ſuppoſing, as before, that theſe things are 
/o) as Chriſtians, and as Subjects: As the 
firſt, the Rule you ought to govern your 
ſelves 


(15) 
ſelves by, is direct, Thou ſhalt not revile 
the Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy Peo- 
ple, Exodus 22. 28. Curſe not the Ring, 
uo not in thyBed-chamber, &c. Eccl. 10. 20. 
What ſhare of Scandalous Reproaches has 
the Perſon of her Majeſty, even in the 
Common Places of ſome Men? I could re- 
peat ſuch Language, as even our firſt Chri- 


ſtians refus'd to give to the Heathen Perſe- 


cuting Emperors. With what Contempt 
is her Majeſty treated in their Diſcour- 
ſes ? What ſhould I name the Amſterdam, 


Joung- Man's, North's, and other Coffee- 
houſe Clubs, where the Queen is the Sub- 


ject of their utmoſt Scorn; and her Ma- 
jeſty, who at Church, they can hardly 
avoid making Prayers for as their Law- 
ful Sovereign; has their Curſes, and In- 


decent Banters, all the Week after, as 


not fit to be truſted with the Government 
of the Na tion. 
What Language do they treat her Ma- 
jeſty*s Servants with, who do their Work, 
and Serve them againſt their Will, com- 


mon Experience, and their own Hearts 


will teſtify ; nor will they ſay they have 
ſpar'd them, or ſpar'd to eſpouſe thoſe 
Libellers, who have in the moſt Infa. 
mous Manner reviPd them; and are theſe 
the Men who complain of the EO 
an 


. A 
and, others for mal treating the Duke 
of 1%? It had been a Good 
Argument indeed, could it not have 
been ſaid, as Nathan to David, Thou 
art the Man; for no Man will plead for 
Perſonal Scurrillity againſt any , much 
leſs againſt Miniſters of State, Honour'd 

by the Sovereign with the Greateſt Em- 
ployments, Truſted with the Adminiſt ra- 
tion of Government, Dignified with 
Titles and Marks of Honour and Di- 
ſtin&tion : But it comes unhappily out of 
your Mouths, if in the ſame Breath 
that you Complain of it on one ſide, 
you Practice it in the Courſeſt and Vileſt 
manner imaginable on the other; not 
againſt the Miniſters of State only, but 
even againſt the Queen herſelf. 

Let no Man call this a Charge upon 
you, unleſs he can firſt ſay it is not true 
in Fact; and if we ſhould be Summon'd 
upon ſuch a Denial, to enter upon the 
Proof, I fear there would not fail a cloud 
of Witneſſes, Yiva-Hoce, and Teſtimonies, 
from the Printed Oracles of the People 
who I ſpeak of; but I chuſe to appeal to 
Conſcience, as ſuiting ' beſt the Nature 
of an Expoſtulation, and therein I am 
ſure I have a Ling Witneſs in your own 
Breafts, who will not ſuffer you to give 
Sens ; me 
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Me the Trouble of calling in further 
Evidence; This, indeed, is manazing the 
Complaints of Grievances, in an unjuſti- 
fable and unchriſtian Manner, which is 
the firſt Head laid down by thoſe who 
complain of the Conduct of the Whigs 
at this Time; and fear the Charge lies 
too cloſe upon you to be denied. 
Hitherto I have been ſpeaking to you 
as Chriſtians, it were to be wiſh'd you 
would always act like ſuch: Let me turn 
this Admonition to you now, as Subjects, 
and firſt, as Members of the Church of 
England, ſuch many of you are; The 
Church of Ex2/and is famous thro? the 
World, for her ſteddy Adherence to the 
Monarchy, Zeal for Legal Eſtabliſhment, 
and Loyalty to the Perſons of her Princes, 
and has many times ſuffered deeply in 
this Cauſe; Is it not aſtoniſhing to ſee 
you conſtantly attending her Worlhip, 
cleaving to her Communion, and on- 
ing her Doctrine, and yet thus Aban- 
doning her in your Practice? With what 
Hearts can you call her Mother, and 
your ſelves Obedient Children, and yet 
act in a manner ſo directly contrary to 
her Doctrine and Canon, which teaches 
Subjection and Obedience to the Laws, 

| | C and 
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What Scandal does this bring upon the 
Church you profeſs to adhere to? But 


ſhall I chuſe to ſpeak to you as Subjects 
of the Britiſh Monarchy ? What ſhall 
we ſay for you? And what Excuſe can 
be found in your Behalf ? Suppoſe as you 
do, that Obedience is preſcrib'd by 
Rules, and a reciprocal Obligation takes 
place between Prince and People : Nay, 

carry it to what length you pleaſe, or to 
the greateſt length it was ever carried, 


by thoſe who were for any Conſtitution : 


at all of King and People; none ever 
pretended to deny, but that the Obedi- 
ence and Subjection of Subjects, Was 
their unqueſtion d Duty, while their 
Kings Govern'd Righteouſly, and main- 
tain'd their Laws and Liberties; but all 
the things which you are Complain'd of 
for, are done, while you have not the 
leaft pretence to make upon your Gover- 
nours, either of the Laws being broken, 
or Rights Invaded. 

Nor can the Diſpute about Paſſive Obe- 
dience, or whether Paſſive or no, be con- 
cernd in this Quarrel, here is noArgument 


about Reſiſtance or Non- reſiſtance before 


you. That Seditious Sermon, which ſcan- 
daliz'd a Pulpit lately, by aſſerting the 


Lawfulneſs of taking up Arms againſt a 


Tyrant 
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lation to your Cale . for your Reſiſtance 
is againſt your Sovereign and herAdmini- 
ſtration, while no Tyranny appears, and 
while no Breach of Laws 1s pretended: 
Some have diſputed indeed, Whether it be 
Lawful toReſiſt, even in caſe of thePrince's 


Invading the Conſtitution? but that is 


quite out of the Queſtion here; tor none 


ever Suggeſted it Law ful to Reſiſt, where 
no Laws were broken, or for Private 
and Perſonal Oppreſſion, much leſs with- 
out it , and where there is no Tyranny, no 
Oppreſſion or Arbitrary Power put in 
practice, either Perſonal or National ; 
as is your Caſe: And therefore quoting 

the Sermon above, I call it SEDITIOUS, 
becauſe pretending to prove the Lawful- 
neſs of Reſiſting Tyrants,he brings the Ex- 
ample of David taking Arms againſt Saul; 
Now Saul, however, he might have 
Perſonally purſued or injur'd David, was 
yet no Tyrant to his People, nor was he 


ever charg'd in Scripture with being fo, 


nay, he was no bad Governor, but on 
the contrary, was a Good King, tho? a 
Bad Man; nay, and he is by David him- 
ſelf acknowledged to be ſo, and his glo- 
rious Acts and Beneficence to his People 
are celebrated by David himſelf after the 

| C 3 diſaſter 
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Tyrant, cannot be ſaid to have any Re- 
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and all poſſible Duty to the Sovereign? 
diſaſter of his Death; 2 Sam. 1. 24. Te 
daughters of Iſrael weep over Saul, who 
cloathed you in ſcarlet with other delights, 
who put on ornaments of gold upon your 
apparel, V. 23. Saul and Jonathan were 
lovely and pleaſant in their Lives, &c. 
Would the Scripture have faid this of a 
Tyrant? Saul being then no Tyrant, 
and the example of David being brought 
in this queſtion of Reſiſtance, who took 
up Arms againſt him in his own private 
Quarrel; What is this but to Authorize 
the Duke of M „or any private 
Perſon or Party, to take up Arms againſt 
any King or Queen, tho' they are not 
Tyrants, when-ever any private Perſon 
pleaſes to think himſelf Injur'd or Op- 
preſs'd, and therefore I muſt be allow'd 
to call it a ſeditious Sermon. 


Nor is this an Injuricus Suggeſtion, if 
it be oonſidered how this Diſcourſe was 
Calculated, at a time when other Prints 
are full of Threatning Speeches, in the 
very Teeth of the Government; when 
the Cabals of Officers, who yet remain 
in half Pay, tho'ill deſerving that Boun- 
ty, have openly Inſulted and Threaten'd 
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the Adminiſtration, when we have been 


told in the Engliſhman, and other Papers, 


That your Forces are broken, yet you 


have a great Leader to call over; and 


another Book lately quoted by the Ex4- 
miner, is Frontispiec'd with this Allarm- 
ing Verſe | 


Nil Deſperandum, Teucro Dace, & Au. 
& ſpice Teacro. 


This is down-right menacing the Go- 
vernment,and founding to Arms,and may 
_ reaſonably be allow'd, (they ſay ) as a 
ſufficient Proof of the ſecond Article, 
(viz.) That the Heats upon theſe Com- 
plaints, are carried, by the Whigs, to an 
Unjuſtifiable Extreme. 

It is true, it may be reflected here, 
that the Preacher of this Sermon is a 
Diſſenter ; I anſwer, as it has been 


thought a great Injury to the Whigs, to 


endeavour to divide the Diſſenters from 
them, ſo, on the other hand, it is to be 
ſaid, to the Honour of the Diſſenters, 
that not a Man in a Hundred of them, 
approve that Flame-kindling Diſcourſe, 
but Univerſally Condemn it, and blame 
the Preacher of it, as a Raſh Unconſi- 
dering Young Man, who, to gratify a 

| ; Party, 


RF _ 

Party, has done a manifeſt Injury to his 
Friends the Diſſenters, expoſing them 
to the juſt Reflection, which approving 
his Diſcourſe, would bring upon them; 
but the Whigs, nay, abſtratteadly ſpeaking, 
the Church of England Whigs, have been 
the Men, who have chiefly Embrac'd, 
Own'd, Careſs'd, and Courted, both the 
Sermon (and the Preacher of it) and have 
diſpers d them over the whole Nation; 
while the Diſſenters themſelyes, whoſe 
Eyes, indeed, began to be open'd, and 
who began to ſee they have been impos'd 
upon, have, as above, generally ſhewn 
their diſlike of it, and, as I have been 
informed, have reprov'd him for it, 

Before I go on, to put you in mind 
of what remains, let me calmly Debate 
the Juſtice, the Prudence, and the 
Chriſtianity of this Conduct, while at 
the ſame time, Two Things are in your 

Ge. | 5 
I. That no Eſſay has yet been made, 
notwithſtanding frequent Challenges has 
been given to you to that purpoſe, to 
produce any act of Tyranny or Oppreſſi 
on; any Laws Tranſgreſs'd; Liberties 
Invaded ; Conſtitution Broken; or Trea- 
lure miſapplied, either by the Queen, 
or any of her Miniſters of State, 

i i 1 


e823) 

$. That really all theſe Menaces, are 
not the Effect of your own Power, or 
any Proſpect you have, that you are 
in the leaſt able to make that Reſiſtance 
you ſpeak of, but a meer Preſumption 
upon the Lenity and Looſeneſs of the 
Adminiſtration, and a Suppofition, that 
they will not think it worth while to 
Reſent theſe things; which preſump- 
tion you are, I confeſs, too much encou- 
rag'd in, for want of needful Examples 
being made where Juſtice requir'd, and 
the Law has provided ; but of that here- 
alter. | 


The firſt of theſe, makes a full Proof of 
what I told you ; they have Alledg'd as 
to the Behaviour of the Whigs, and its 
being Unjuſtifiable and Unchriſtian; for 
where is the pretence for it? The Impar- 
tial part of Mankind inſiſt upon this De- 
mand, and that it is juſt that you ſhould 
agree to it, (vir. Let all you can ſay be 
brought to the Teſt of the Law, and let the 
Miniſtry be fairly Accus'd, or fairly Vindi- 
cated ; indeed, this is but a reaſonable Pro- 
poſal; for to Charge Men upon Suſpition, 
is but a {lender part of a Chriſtian uſage, & 
therefore our Conſtitution anciently pro- 
vided Grand Juries, firſt to examin * Evi- 
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dence of Fact, ns, try whether there 
Was ſufficient ground to put a Man's 
Life in Hazard; if not, the Bil is re- 
turn'd Jenoramus, the Party Accus'd is 
Diſmiſs'd, and the Charge judg'd Frivo- 
lous and Yexatious, Now hall the 
whole Adminiſtration of the Govern- 
ment be Condemn'd by a Foul Mouth, 

or Cenſurd by Suggeſtion! Let ſome 
Evidence of Fact appear, or the whole 
Nation, who are the Grand Jury in this 
Caſe, will judge the Accuſation Haus- 
lous and Vexatious. 

How many Railing Pamphlets, PHY 
ſive Libels, and Scurrillous Invectives, 
have been Publiſh'd and Diſpers'd among 
us, to animate and Enrage the People 
againſt the Miniſters of State? And not 
one that ever I met with, amounted to a 
Charge of any Crime, an Evidence of 
Fact, or to ſtate the particular Statute, 
againſt which they have Offended; all 
Indictments of Crime, run in theſe 
Words, CONTRARY TO THE STA- 
TUTE IN THAT CASE MADE AND 
PROVIDED, &. | 
The Exgliſpman has Learnedly ſet 
forth, 3 Miniſters of State are ac- 
countable to the Laws; Who ever que- 
ſtion d it? Another has , taught 
his 
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his Congregation that it is Lawful to take up 
Arms againſt a Tyrant, which he proves by 
the Example of David, who took up Arms 
againſt a King that was no Tyrant. 


But neither the Engliſhman, or any one 
Author, that has yet written or ſpoken 
upon this Subjet, has ever ſet Down any 
one Article which the preſent Miniſters of 
State have broken the Law in, or any one a& 


of Tyranny in the Queen, or under her Suffer- | 


ance: Mr. Wal—le in his Speech to the 
Inhabitants of Lyn, if ſuch a Speech cou'd 
come from ſuch a Perſon, Concludes thus, Ton 
may be aſſur d we will ſtruggle hard for our Religion 
and Liberties : But tells them not one ſtep 
taken by the Queen or the Miniſters of State, 
by which our Religion or Libertizs have beeit 
attack'd; a Speech which ſavoirs of as much 
Juſtice, as that other part of it does of Mo- 


deſty, where he tells them, That chuſing HIAML 


for their Repreſentative, will make them famous to 
Poſterity. Theſe things ſtill add to the abun- 
dant Teſtimony we have of the Second Head 
abovemention'd ( viz. ) That our Heats in the 
Complaints we make, are Carried on to an Un- 
warantable and Unchriſtian Extreme. 

But let me Expoſtulate a little freely with 
you on the next thing, ( viz.) What is the 
foundation of Power that you go upon? Have 


*the Whigs Hands to make good what they . 


have Mouths to utter ? Do you believe thar 
every Man who ſits {till and quietly Hears 
you Threaten and Menace the Queen and the 
Adminiſtration, would allo fit ſtil}, and qui- 
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etly let you fall upon them and tear them to 
pieces? Nay, Do you believe that even thoſe, 
or but one Tenth part of thoſe who Joyn with 
yon in the Indecencies of the Tongue, and 
perhaps are forward enough to Rail and Cla- 
mour with you at your Governours, will find 
Zeal Anſwerable to their preſent Stock of 
ſomething elſe; to lay their Lives at Pledge, 
and ſpend their Blood as freely as they now 
ang their Breath, in ſo Wicked a Quarrel : 
Perhaps were it for Religion and Liberty they 
might; But can you think they will do it as it 
is now? W hat then are you doing ! Threatning 
Government, without Power to attack them, is 
like a Man ſetting Fire to a Magazine of  Pow- 
der, and not giving himſelf time to get out 
of the Blaſt, 

We have a ſort of Men who go about 
whiſpering their Threats, and Caſting out 
Inſolence by Inuendo ; when they ſpeak of the 
Miniſters of State thus, Well, they had beſt 
have a Care. they do not know where this 
may end! Sure! they will never Venture to 
to Diſſolve the Parliament of Ireland! well, if 
they do, they may pull an old Houſe upon 
their Heads! well Certainly they will never ven- 
ture to ſettle a Commerce with France! They 
do not know what a ſtir it may make among 
the People! So formerly, They will never Dare 
to make a Peace without the Confederates! if 
they do, let them look to it, and the like! I 
need not repeat thoſe things, there are too 
many of them 1a the Argument. 
This is Certain, a Miniſtry ovght to Dare 
to do every Lawtul thing, when the ſafety of 
: | the 


ns 
the Adminiſtration makes that Lawful thing 
Expedient; as to the Lawfulneſs they are not 
judges, but are liable to be queſtion'd at any 
time by a Supreme Judicatory ; but as to the 
Expedience thereof they are entirely Judges 
of it, and therefore if acted in the ordinary 
Method as all wiſe Miniſters act, ( viz. ) in 
the Privy Council, they are no farther an- 
ſwerable than as to the Legality of what they 
do; if it were not ſo, no Man of Honour or 
Subſtance would be a Miniſter of State ; no 


Man would venture upon the Employment, 


but he whoſe Fortune was Deſperate, and val- 
lued no Riſque. 


But to return to the Power which you have 
to Execute the Threats you dayly let fall, it 
were to be wiſhed you would take back the 
Warnings which you hint to the Miniſtry 
and let them ſound in your own Ears thus ; 
Sure! you will not go on thus! Sure! you can- 
not think the Miniſters of State will always be 
Remiſs! The Government it ſelf muſt fall, if 
the Queen will bear her Officers to be Inſulted 
in the Execution of their Office. This is ſtab- 
bing Men La Mode de Guiſcard at the very 


Council-Table. The fury of the Tongue is 


the worlt fort of Violence, and a Man of a 
Railing Spirit is the worſt Perſecutor; Slan- 
der is the worſt Aſſaſſination ; and as Solomon 


ſays, There are that ſpeak like the piercing of a 


ſword. Surely then you will not go on thus! 
Can you think the Goverament will never Ex- 
ert it {ſelf ! and that Reſentment will never 
take place of Lenity and Clemency ! And 
where will this end but in the Ruia of the 
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Ag reſſors! And what can you expect, but the 
Deſolation of your ſelves in the firſt act of 
Violence ? 

I am not talking to you as if you thought you 
were in condition to Arm, I will not ſuppoſe 
you ſo diſtracted neither; for tho' you ſeem to 
threaten high, yet you cannot but be too ſen- 
ſible of your abſolute Nakednefs, as to Power; 
yon neither have the reaſonof Arming toplead, 
nor the People to Arm; The attempt would 
but Gratify your Enemies too much, who, 
tho” they have not ſo mean an Opinion of your 
Prudence as to hope for it, would yet be well 
pleaſed that you would give them that Oppor- 
tunity to Ruin you. . 

But I am ſuppoſing your Greateſt proſpect 
of Power is, that you by popular Clamour 
would alarm the People with the Notion of 
ſome Imediate Danger, and by this, if poſſi- 
ble, bring them over to be Tumultuous in 
your Favour, and ſo make them Uneaſie to the 
Government. 

But let not theſe Hopes deceive you, Eng- 
land, tho? a Country full of Civil Diffentions, 
Cannot give one Example where ever the Peo- 
ple were Drawn in to raiſe a Clamour and Tu- 
mult at the Miniſtry, when no Breach of Laws 
was to be laid to their Charge. 

It has been ſaid that Favourites in England 
have always been the Subjects of the Peoples 
Hatred and Envy, and in ſome reſpet it has 
been true; but I muſt do the People that 
| Juſtice to add, that it was always becauſe of 
the Oppreſſions and Violence of thoſe Favour- 
ites: Their unbounded Ayarice, their Agran- 
Fort |: 5 dizing 
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dizing their Families at the Nations Expence ; 
Their Obtaining Exorbitant Grants, Miſapli- 
cation of Treaſure, Perverting Juſtice, Em- 
tarking the Nation in hazardous and fruitleſs 
Wars, and Expeditions, and the like ; and 
the Voice of the People in all thoſe Caſes have 
been for Juſtice , fair Charges have been 
brought, Legal Impeachments, and ſolemn 
Tryals deſir'd. | | 


But where is the Example, (Times of Civil 


War and Rebellioa excepted) tbat the Peo- 
ple were brought to fall upon Miniſters of 
State, with Suggeſted Crimes only, and thoſe 
Miniſters of State, ſtanding fairly out, and 
Challenging to have any thing Prov'd upon 
them ? Nay, when you cannot but own, that 
here is no Family Agrandiz'd; no Man made 
Rich by the Spoil of the Subject; no Blood 
Unrighteovſly Shed; but a Virgin Reign, of which 
England can never ſnew the like in all her 
Hiſtory, (v:z. That in Twelve Years, not one 
Man has ſo much as been Tried for his Life, 
either for Treaſon, or for any Offence againſt 
her Majeſty or her Government ; no Blood 
has been Shed ; not one Execution in all her 
Majeſty's Reign, Common Malefactors only 
excepted. | 

The Miniſtry, Court your Impeachments, 
and Demand to be Charg'd : They ſay as the 
Good Old Judge of Jrael, God's Miniſter of 
State, at the end of the Theocracy, of the 
Tribes, Whoſe Ox, or whoſe Aſs have I ta- 


ken ? &c. and no Man ſtands forth to Accuſe 
them. 


But 
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But without Accuſation, without Legal 
Charge, much leſs Legal Tryal, you fall upon 
them with Suggeſtions and Suppoſitions, and 
do you think ever to bring the People over to 
join in ſuch a Charge? I would perſwade you 
not to Deceive your ſelves with the Hope of a 
thing ſo Improbable; let your own Reaſon 
lead you to judge, when you offer the leaſt 
Clamour among the People, to inflame them 
againſt the Miniſtry, and they are told the 
Miniſtry. appeal to the Laws, that you cans 
not Prove your Charge, and that they deſire a 
fair Tryal, from that Moment your Clamour 
will ceaſe to be Popular; for Mobbs may out- 
run the Bounds of their Duty, and go beyond 
Law 3 but you never knew the Mobb of this 
Nation riſe up againſt the Law, or refuſe to be 
ſatisfied, when the Perſon they Charg'd, was 
given up to Law. 
As then you have no Legal Charge againſt 
the Miniſters of State, let me then Argue a lit- 
tle with you, the Juſtice, the Prudence, and the 
Deſign of the preſeat Methods you take. 

To what purpoſe is all this deſperate Feud 
carried on? Can you think ever to prevail 
either with the Queen to diſplace Her Mini- 
ſters, or the People to deſire it, while you 
can bring no Legal Complaints againſt them? 
You ſee they ſtand you fair; they have not 
procur'd Iademnities and Pardons (as others 
did before them, and who, by the way, you 
your ſelves then Charg'd with doing it, to 
ſhelter themſelves ) fer their Security. | 


How 
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How much fairer a Pretence have theſe Men 
had, for a General Act of Indemnity, than ever 


the other had ( viz. ) npon the Peace, when 


Cuſtom ſeem'd to call for it, Forreign Princes 
did it, and the Example made our People not 
only expect it, but, not a few, even of your 
ſide, have had Occaſion for ir, and Defir'd it ; 
yet the Miniſters of State have Declin'd it, 
to let you ſee they ſtand in no need of any 
thing of that kind ; That they repoſe their 
Safety in the Juſtice of the Law, and are rea- 


dy to appeal to that juſtice in every Clamour 
you can raiſe. | 


If then the Law Condemns them not, are 


you greater than the Law, that you take upon 

you to Cenſure Men before any Legal Proſe- 
cution is Commenc'd ? 1 beſeech you call to 
mind the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, when 
he was Inſolently abuſed by the Clamouring 


Party of his Accuſers. John 18. 23. I have 


ſpoken Evil, bear witneſs of the Evil, That is, 
Indict me, and bring me to the Bar, and 
there be a Witneſs againſt me, let the proper 
Judicature determine of it and Judge me. But 
if Well, why ſmiteſt thou me? Let us turn the 
Bleſſed Complaint in a lower Caſe, If the 
Miniſters of State have done Evil, Bear witneſs 
of that Evil, Impeach them- before thoſe who 
are the proper Judges of it ; But if Well, if 
they have not Broken the Laws, Invaded the 
Conſtitution, Acted Unrighteouſly, &c. Why 
Re vile ye them? | 5 

And why is this new way put in Practice, 
( viz.) of Attacking Men, and Parties of 
Men with ſuppoſitious Guilt, calling Men 
| Traytors 
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Traytors, and Betrayers of their Country, 
without aſſigning for what; and when the 
Cauſe is aſſign'd, that Cauſe not in the leaſt 
proy'd ; no not the probabillity of it: Is this 
according to the Golden Rule, Qu0d tibi fieri 
non vis alteri ne feceris, Do ye not Complain of 
it in others, with the ſame Breath, and in the 
ſame Moment that you practice it? Would 
you not call it Arbitrary and Tyrannical, to 
be proceeded againſt in ſuch a manner, and to 
be Condemn'd without a Tryal? To come now 
to the pretended Ground of the preſent Un- 
eaſineſs, as to the Deſign of it, I ſhall ſpeak to 
that afterwards, God knows that is the worſt 
art. | 
The Clamour now raiſed, is the Danger of 
the Pretender : This is the only remaining 
Pretence, Let us Enquire into the Ground 
of Thar. ; 
I am perſwaded, if 1 might but appeal to 
your ſelves, that like ſome of the wiſer Jeſuits, 
who when they have been acting the Extrava- 
gancies of their Fraternity, have been faid, 
not to believe themſelves: It is not poſſible 
you can believe your ſelves; what ſome- 
times you ſay on that Head, is ſo diſconcerted, 
and fo Irrational, as well as unjuſt. that it is 
impoſſible but ic muſt ſhock you: Not to men- 
tion the Abſurdities of the preſent day, the 
Army drawing down to B»lopn. Ships fitting 
out at Bre#, the Pretender gone from Bar-le- 
Duc, and the King of France preparing to 
ut him. upon us, immediately after the ſo- 
emneſt Treaty to the Contrary, and while the 


Queen was alive: Theſe things were too 
ET: Groſs: 
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Ir oſs... How could you expect the Nation 
ſho dd be Impoſed upon by them? Really the 
Experiment has been to your Loſs, and the 
ſhame of the thing, now the Truth of it be- 
gias to vaniſh, falls too heavy upon you : Now 
tho? your Politicks were ſo weak as to offer at 
Impoſing theſe things upon the People, you 
mult alloy me to have a better opinion of 
your Sences than to imagin you could id the 
leaſt believe them your ſelves ; and tho? this 
Compliment to your Underſtanding, is at the 
Expence of your Honeſty, it cannot be help'd 
at this time, your own Conduct extorts it; 
and we cannot be ſo blinded as not to ſee it, 
But to go back to the General Caſe, (e.) 
The Danger of the Pretender; for thi is 
the. Common Place now in all your Party 
Diſconteat.  _ 5 
Nitherto this is founded only inClamour, and 
it is well known to your ſelves, that this Cla- 
mour, if not Artfully Raiſed, is Artfully Spread 
juſt like that of the Queen's death, to Alarm the 
People, Terrify them with Apprebenſions, and 
Awaken them to Tumult aud Seditioon. 
I cannot but put you ia mind, how, in the. 
late Miniſtry, you Complain'd of the Injury 
and Injuſtice of a like Clamour, about the 
Danger of the Church; and thought your 
Fares highly Injur'd, and her Majeſty alſo ; 
That under the Reign of a Queen, whoſe Zea 
for the Church of England had been fo emi- 
nently Diſtinguiſtit, and under a Miniftry wh6 
were profeſs'd Members of the Church of 
England, ſuch 4. Suggeſtion ſhould be raiſed? 
tlie Church at the * time Being id 4 SAF : 
3 5 all 
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and FLOURISHING Condition. And will nof 
the ſame Complaintlye againſt you, while you 
raiſe a Cry of the Danger of pets under 


the Reign of a Queen, whoſe Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, has been ſo eminently 
diſtiaguiſh'd,, and under a Miniſtry, who are 
all, and all of them ever were, profeſs'd Pro- 
teſtants, and that, Bleſſed be God, the Prote- 
ſtant Religion in Britain, theſe Unhappy Diviſions 
excepted, is in a Safe and Flouriſhiny Condition. 
In all the Complaints of this Nature, and 
they are loud enough, I do not ſee one thing of 
Moment that ever you Propoſed to this Mi- 
niſtry to do, in order to make the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion more ſecure than it is; or one 
thing you ever Charged the Miniſtry with, 
done in Favour of the Pretender; the Man 
is, and would be loſt and forgotten among us, 
if you would let him alone; he is not Nam d or 
Heard of but among you, and among a few 
Inſolent lacobites, whoſe Number or Intereſt 
is no otherwiſe formidable, than as you add 
to their Strength; by Weakning the Nation, 
with Diviſtons and Diſcontents. 5 
It is a thing I would feriouſly recommend to 
you all, and your own Intereſt and Safety is 
Concern'd ta it, (viz.) That ſince you are 
not ſure the Miniſtry are in the Intereſt of 
the Pretender, only that you ſuggeſt and 
afirmit without Proof, not Charging them - 
with the leaſt ſtep taken that way; you would 
concern your ſelves, on the other hand, not 
to Abet and Encourage thoſe real Jacobites, 
who are ia his Iatereft, by ſuppoſing that 
Party to be ſtronger than it is, and by divi- 
0 ding 
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ding ſo Irreconcilably from a Proteſtant Ad 
miniſtration, as weakens them in their ſincere 
Oppoſition to the Intereſt of the Pretender. 
What greater Injury can you do the Mi- 
niſtry, if they are ſincerely againſt the Pre- 
tender, as you will certainly find at laſt, than to 
perſwade the People to believe they are a- 
gainſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion? That ſo if 
they would act fairly, as is their Duty, when 
the Time comes; they may aot have the AG 
ſiſtance or Confidence of the People in favour, 
no not of the Houſe of Hanover it ſelf. * 
What Injury alſo is this to the Houſe of Ha- 
nover, whoſe Coming in depends ſo much upon 
the Concurrence of thoſe, in whoſe Hands the 
Adminiſtration of Affairs ſhall be at the time 
of the Queen's Demiſe. _ | : 
I know you will ſay, you believe your ſelves 
able to bring in the Succeſſor by Force, and 


without the help of the Miniſtry; and perhaps 


ſome are of another Opinionʒzbut Saret you would 
not perſwade the Succeſſor to deſire to come 
in by Force, if he can come in Peaceably; 
I hope in this every Man will join, (viz.) That 
if the Proteſtant Succeſſor can be brought in 
with the General Acclamations, Conſent, 
and Agreement of the whole Nation, it is far 
better than by the Confuſions and Struggles 
of Oppoſing Parties, and over the Bellies of 
a Body of the People, in which, beſides the 
Blood that may be ſhed, there will, at leaſt, 
be a Poſſibility of a Miſcarriage, . 

And what an Injury is this, alſo to the Peo- 
ple of Grea:- Brit ain themſelves, who, let the 
Feud go up to what height it will, are ſure to 


E 2 bear 
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beer the Scoprge, and pay the Expence of 


Laſtly, What an Encouragement is this to 
the Jacobites, and to the Pretender himſelf ? 
that whenever the Queen dies, the Parties are 
io divided, that they have room to Hope, nei. 
ther Side will be in any Condition to oppoſe 

them ; and they may have a fair caſt for their 
| Cauſe? At leaſt, they are ſire the Parties are 
ſo Exaſperated, that tho' both are againſt the 
Pretender, they will fight wirh one another, 
for the meer Name of bringing him in; zby which 
means, both may be depriv'd of the Occaſi on, 

d he may never come in at all. 0 hut then are 
we all ding? And where will this End ? 5 

What is more common in the Months of 
155 Jacobites at this time, and from which 
ir Greateſt Encouragemeat is deriy'd, than 
this; - That they have brought, or ſhall bring 
our Diſtruſt of one another, and the Auimo- 
ſities dernen the Whigs and the Miniſtry, to 
ſuch a height, as that they will not act ia Cons 
rt, or Aid one another whatever the Occaſion 
2 no not againft the Pretender himſelf, - 

Nothing, but this Avimolity, can put vs 
In Danger of the Pretender. I will do you 
the Juſtice to own, you are far from being 
Jacobites in Deſign, but in this Sence, you may 
indeed with too much Truth, come at laſt to 
be Charg'd with being for the Pretender your 
Ae and that in the worſt Sence; at leaſt, 
you may be Involuntary A ents, in bis put⸗ 
ting himſelf upon us, which in the end, woulg 
he the worſt way of being in dis Intereſt. If 
Wa are United tapether, act France Abroad, 


if 
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if 1 ſhould grant that France would Embark in it, 
not Rome, not Facobites at Home, not all the 
Powers of Europe could Impoſe him upon us; 


\ but while a Secret Animoſity Reigns among 


us at the Miniſtry, to that Degree, that you 
would ſcarce join with them againſt the In» 
vaſions of Popery and the Pretender ; How 
ſhould we but be apprehenſive of him? 
In ſhort, all the Inſolence of the Jaco- 


bites, all the Encouragement of the Pretender, 


derive from this Bitterneſs in the Root, (vix. ) 
the deſperate Diviſions of Parties, and the 
heigth of Madneſs to which we are come: So 
that it is to be queſtion'd, Whether we ſhould 
Join or no, even agalaft the Common Enemy 
of us all. 

If two Families in one Houſe ſhould Quar- 
rel with, and Hate one another, ſo that when 
the Honſe was on Fire, they would not aſſiſt 
one another to quench it, who would Inſure 
that Houſe from Burning? 

Let no Man ſay, that I carry this too far, 
unleſs they will Anſwer, in the Name of the 
People I am ſpeaking of, to this plain Queſti- 
on; and I appeal to your own Confciences, 
who call your ſelves Whigs,that it is a fair Que- 
ſtion;Are there not ſecret jealouſies among you, 
leaſt this Miniſtry ſhould bring in the Houſe of 
Hauover? Would you be willing the Houſe 


of Hanover ſhould owe their ready Acceſs to 


the Throne, at the Queen's Deceaſe, to this 
Party, ( viz. ) to the Preſent Miniſtry, or 
to ſuch of them as ſhould be Living at that 
time? I will not ſay, you had rather not have 
them at all, rho? I now forae of you have Om 

end 
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en'd that, and much more. But Suggeſt it calmly 
to your own Thoughts, I demand no Anſwer ; 
Anſwer it to your own Conſciences, as you 
ſhall Anſwer for it to one that knows what 
your Conſciences ſay to it; Would you be 
willing the Preſent Miniſtry ſhould be the 
Inſtruments, Honour'd with Introducing the 
Proteſtant Succeſſor ? 5 
Nor is this Queſtion ſo unſeaſonable or re- 
mote, that it ſhould be thought needleſs ta 
be ask d, ſince, you may depend upon it, asg 
far as things appear, it will be your Caſe ; 
The Succeſſor will certainly be brought in 
upon the Foot of the preſent Meaſures, and 


„ 
. 


it can be uo other wiſe. 1 
How vain are the Hopes ? And how full of 
all manner of Confuſion, the Projeòs of thoſe 


Men, who think the Proteſtant Succeſſar muſt 


come in here, upon the Foot of a Court Re- 


yolution, enter into all the Party Reſeat- 
ments, and declare himſelf againſt one part, 
perhaps the Greateſt too, of his SubjeQs, as ſoon 
as he comes to the Crowa? am 3 
What a Satyr do you make upon his Electoral 
Highneſs of Hanover, to Suggeſt, that he who is 
8 Sovereign Prince already, and not Ignorant 
of the Nature of Government, 'ſhould come hi- 
ther, with Knit Brows, and a Drawa Sword; 
Arm'd with Party Rage, prepar'd to be the In- 
ſtrument, I might ſay the TOOL, to Execute the 
Revenge of one prevailing part of his People 
upon the other? What Mean and Sordid Opi - 
nion muſt you have of the Perſon and Politicks 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſor? Who, were he as 
you imagine him, would be at beſt but a _ 
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TY-RING'/and would neither Merit the Crowit 
he was toPoſſeſs, nor long keep it when he had it» 
The true Intereſt of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſor, would certainly be to compoſe our 
Diſorders, heal our Breaches, quiet our Minds, 
reconcile our Animoſities, bring all the Na. 
tion to rejoice in his Acceſſion to the Throne, 
and ſpre2d.a Univerſal Smile upon the Coun- 
tenances OF his People; with a Face of 
Beneficence TO his People, and National 
Affection IN them, to his Perſon, forming a 
general Unanimity in Prince and People to 
e Publick Safety: Theſe would: be the neceſ- 
ſary Attendants at tlie Acceſſion of a Proteſtant 
Succeſſor, the Methods for which would be 
General Indemnities; Oblivion of Facts, and 
a Burying the Remembrance of all Diſcontents. 
But to Suggeſt the Proteſtant Succeſſor ſhall 
ſide with Parties! call to Account thoſe who 
never Offended! keep alive our Feuds, and 
gratify the Paſſions and Fury of Men, either of 
one Party or of another ! This is to bring him 
in as a Tyrant, as a Man prepar'd for Vengeance, 
and made, before hand, a Terrour to the Nation. 
What Injury you do the Succeſſor himſelf, 
and his Intereſt in this, E you are not 
aware of! Or what Injuſtice you do the Cha- 
racter and Honour of the Elector of Hanover; 
indeed he himſelf will be judge of it, and no 
doubt will be very fenſible of it. I remember 
the firſt Complaint againſt his late Majeſty Kin 
William, was raiſed by your ſelves, for you m 
allow me to tell you, however yon may haue ſince 
Feperited of that Crime, That the Whigs were the 
firſt that mal-treated him after the * 
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and it was upon this very Accountz (viz.) 
That he did not Dip in the Blood of the Na- 
tion at his firſt com ing over; That he did not 
make ſome Examples, as you then call d it, for 
they are your own Words, and let the Ax and 
the Halter have made ſome Satisfa&tion to you 
for your Friends who had been lnjur'd in the 
Precedent Reign. 4 eee 

But that Wiſe and Generous Prince, who 
underſtood Rules of Government perfectly 
well, and ſaw to what Extremeties you 5 f 
have Driven him, Rebuk'd your forwardneſs 
with the very Words of our Saviour to the 
Diſciples that would ha' call'd for Fire from 
Heaven, &c. Ye know not what ſpirit ye are of. 
There are ſome of your Friends yet alive who 
Heard him fay the very Words, and can Teſti- 
fy the Truth of it ; and Imediately his Majeſty 
Directed an A& of Indemnity, knowing that 
the way to Setile the Nation in Peace, and 
reſtore a Compleat Tranquility, was not to 
make Men Deſperate, but to make them Eaſie: 

That Vengeance was reſerv'd to Omniportence, 
and Men, tho? Injur'd, were nat to be let looſe 
to the Exerciſe of their Paſſions. 8 

Izhis, ſome never forgave him, and this was 
the Reaſon why Mr. Redpat h in his Obſervator 
reflected ſo Rudely upon the Memory of the 
King, and ſaid, he might have done more for 
England than he did. Which Crime he has 
however endeavour'd to make amends for ſince; 
by ſeveral Ways well known. 3 
Theſe things are mentioned now, only to let 
vou ſee, That if you expect the Proteſtant 
Succeſſor, to take YOUR METHODS at his 
Z 
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coming bither, to declare for and againſt 
Parties, ſuppreſs This, and erect That; you 
muſt take him for a Prince of leſs Conduct, 
and leſs Underſtanding of his own Intereſt, 
and the Intereſt of the Conntry he is to Go» 
vern, than the Nation hopes to find him, and 
than you have any Reaſon to believe of him. 
I will not threaten you with his Reſeat« 
ment of this Conduct of yours before he comes; 
as you are very forward to do to other Peo- 
ple. The Succeſſor, as he ſtands clear of all 
Parties yet, ſo, no queſtion, he will prepare 


io Governall our Parties, not to be Govern d by 


them; if not, he will find himſelf leſs a King 
than we hope he Deſigns to be. 
And therefore your Threatning the Mini- 
ſtry and other People with the Reſeatment o 


the Proteſtant Succeſſor for their preſent Con- 


duct, is really Threatning the Succeſſo r, and 


that many ways. 


1. It is ſuppoſing, that y ou ſpall be able to 
prevail upon him, ſo to Unking himſelf, as to 
enter into the particular Intereſt of a part of 
his Subjects againſt the reſt ; which 1 muſt tell 
you, ſuppoſes ſomething very ill of his Cha- 
racer, and ſomething, which Decency ſuffers 


me not to Name. Or, Ds 


5 T hat, if not, you ſhall have Power to 
oblige him to it; and both theſe Subject hin 
to you, too much for you to preſume upon. 


Would you be pleaſed to Weigh theſe 
Things, you will find 1 2 too weak for you 
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to depend upon. You cannot expect, either 
to Perſwade or Oblige the Succeſſor, to carry 
on a Party Feud, he is too Wiſe a Prince; he 
will certainly endeavour to be King of all his 
People, and to have no Kings over him, or 
elſe he will have a very UncomfortableThrone, 
and Britain a Confus'd Nation. | 


It were to be wiſh'd, you would prepare 


rather to be Dutiful Subjects to the Succeſſor 


when he comes, than Dictators to him beſore 
he comes, leaſt you give him ſuch a taſte of 


your Loyalty, as ſhall attack him to the 
Tories, who appear enclin'd to be better Sub- 
jets; and then your Party-hopes would all 
Die at once. And can you give your ſelves a 
worſe Character to the Proteſtant Succeſſor, 
than that of your Treatment of his Prede- 
ceſſor ? Do you believe he will encline to 
you the rather becauſe of your being Uneaſy 
to the Crown, or becauſe you are ſo apt to 
make the preſent Government uneaſy with 
you? He cannot but lee, that you are not in 
the leaſt Oppreſs'd by this Government, only 
you are not pleaſed, and will your being ſo 
hard to pleaſe, ſo Furious and Implacable 
when you are diſpleaſed, recommend you to 
him? I believe the Elector of Hanover no 
more enclin'd to be a Tyrant, than any Prince 
you can Name; but you cannot think he 
woeld be a King of Clouts, a King and no 


King; or that when he is once Crown'd, he 


would be willing to be ſent home again, 
every time his People are not pleaſed with 
him; he is not Ignorant how you acted with 
King William; how you thought your ſelves 

never 
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never Rewarded ſufficiently for the Favour of 
bringing him in; and how you Iaſulted him in 
the Truſts he beſtowed on you: I beſeech you 
do not make the Elector of Hanover afraid of 
you, or out of loye with you; I doubt you have 
not weighed the Conſequences of thoſe two 
Things, or indeed the Danger of them. 
Suppoſe the Preſent Miniſtry, at the De- 
miſe of the Queen (long may it be firſt 
ſhould, to the Reproach of all the Scandal 
you have thrown upon them, Punctually and 
Honourably preſerve the Throne for the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſor, and with a Fidelity to their 
Country, ſuitable to what Good Mea believe 
of them, aſſiſt heartily to place him on 
the Throne, as moſt certainly they will, Will 
got that one AQion convince the Succeſſor of 
the Wrong theſe Gentlemen have ſuffer d from 
you ? And will it not fill him with the 
utmoſt Abhorrence of the Method you have 
taken, to Villify and Defame thoſe, who he 
ſhall then have found to be his faſt Friends? 
Will it not poſſeſs him with Contemptible 
Thoughts of your Perſons, and a moſt Abject 
Opinion of your Honeſty ? Will not all the 
ill Names you have caſt on the Preſent Mini- 
ſtry, be then juſtly caſt back upon your ſelves? 
Aud will not the Proteſtant Succeſſor himſelf, 
Reproach you with Abuſing him, and treat 
you accordingly ? Why ſhould you put ſo 
great a Hazard upon it, and gratify your 
preſent Humour of Oppoſing and Miſrepre- 
ſenting the Minſtry, at the Expence of all 
the Intereſt that you have, or can hope to 


have in the Proteſtant — f 
2 
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I might Argue the Morality of your pre- 
fent Uſage of the Miniſtry, as to the Char- 
ang them 'with being for the Pretender, and 
Charge you on the other hand, with the 
greateſt Injuſtice. Byt I am not Writing 
Satyrs, I am only calmly Perſwading with 
you: I think the Queſtion” may very reaſon- 
ably be offer'd you, which was offer'd to an 
Atheiſt, who'was Arguing againſt the Being 
and Sovereignty of a God, when one Grayely 
ſaid to him, Sir, you on you are not ſure there 
ir not a God, How if it ſhoald happen that you are 
Miſtalen, will you not own you have done him a 
great deal of Wrong) Thos, it at lat it, ſhould 
appear, that the Preſent Miniſtry, are really 
not in the Intereſt of the Pretender. ſorpoſs 


it only for Argument ſake, will you nct o] n 


that you bave done them à great deal of 
Wrong? But lam pleading your own lates, 


reſt, a Wiſe Mau will never run the hazard 
of doing that, which he ſhall, be afterwards. 
aſham'd of: If ever it ſhauld appear, that the 


FreſeatMigaftry are really and lincerel y at for 


the” Pretender, How will you 'ſeg_Cauſe to 
Recant, ang Ackaowledge pour Relves Mi-, 


ſtaken? 


1a the mean time, as no Proof of the Fact 


lies agaioft them, and you have only a Suppofi- 
tion withopt Ground, that'Suppokiticn cannot 
r 
From the,Clauſe of Cha 


witly bciog for. the Pretender; let me Expo- 


Nolate a _Jittle; with ven about the Preſent. 
Alarms tale bent the Town of the Pre- 


jaſtify the Langoage and Treatmeut ve now 


rping the Miniſtry 
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tender being actually Coming, or Come, and 
that not ſo much as to the Couſequences of 
ch e Allarms, as the Deſigus of raiſing them. 
Io enter into an Examination of the Fact 
it ſelf, how it was not only Falſe, but Abſurd 


and Ridiculons. To enquire how many Ficti- 


ons were neceſlarily raiſed, to ſupport the 


Credit of the main part of the Story, ( viz.) 


hat there was a Squadron. of French Men of 
War equipping at Breſt ; That there was an 
Army of 14000 Men, drawn down to Bolagne; 
That the Pretender was gone away from Har- 
le duc, and that it was not known there whither 
he was gone; but that he was Actually Em. 
barking, &c. I ſay, to enter into theſe Facts 
would be needleſs; it is enough to ſay, 
That ye very well know, and 1 fear ſome 
knew from the Beginning, that not one of 
them had any Truth in them; That there 
Was no Squadron of Ships fitting out; not a 
Regiment of Men come to Bologne, or within 
an Hundred Miles of it, more than the or. 
dinary Garriſons, who were in their former 
Station; That it was known where the Pre- 
tender was, and that he was gone to Zunne- 
ville to the Duke of Lorrazin, and no where 
elſe, Cc. 472 ok SS $3; 445; 

Time, and Enquiry into things, having 


"I. 


| Diſcovered all this; it remains to ſay, that 


theſe Rumours muſt thea be a Political Skep, 
taken to try an Experiment upon the People; 
and to ſee if, and how far they were capable 
of being lnfluenc'd, perhaps for a worſeDeſign; 


but that which 1 would obſerve to you upon 
it is, How does this lock ? What Reputation 


does 


(% 
does ſuch practice bring to the Whigs? Where 
is the Morality, the Honour, and the Chciſti- 
anity of raiſing Political Falſhoods ? ? Is it to 


Ariſe and Diſtract the Peo ople, and try whe- 


ther they can be provok'd to Tumult and 
Diſorder ? On whoſe Head then muft the 
Blood fall that may be ſpilt in ſuch a Quarrel ? 
And what a wretched ſtep is that of Falſhood, 
Forgery, Lying, and Deceit, to carry on .a 
Godd Caufe with? | This never was the ractice 
of the Whigs before; and this makes ſo many 
of the Whigs, whoſe Principles cannot de- 
ſcend to ſuch low Steps, ſtand at a diſtance 
from yon now, Aſtoniſh'd and Amaz d, and 


waiting for that happy time, when you ſhall 


be brought to your ſelves again. 
But to ſpeak a little to the Policy of this 
Conduct; your own Experience may convince 


yon who felt the ſmart of it firſt ; the Banks, 
the Stocks, the' Funds, in whoſe Hands are 


they ? If your own Words are to be believ'd, 
the Whigs have Three Fourths of them all; 
And who then have you let into the Secret 


but your ſelves? Is not the BITER BITTEN? 


Have you not run down your own Eſtates ? 


Sold your own Stocks to Loſs ? And leſſen'd 


your own Intereſt ? Did not the Tories buy 
your Bank Stock, and South-Sea Stock, at Four 
to Six per Cent. loſs? And do they not now 
Sell you your own Eſtates at an Advance, and 
put your Money in their Pocket ? Thus while 
you have acted a part to make an Experiment 
upon the Nation, you have done it at your own 
Expcnce, and your Enemies Lau gh at you. 


This 
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This very thiag is an Emblem of your whole 
Caſe, and juſt thus you act as tothe Proteſtant 
Succeſſion ; Should the Queen Die, you would 
cry out of the Pretender; fright the People 
out of their Wits; Ruin your Banks and 
Companies Stocks all at once; Sell out at 
Twenty and Thirty per Cent. loſs, and undo 
your own Friends; this will certainly be your 
own Caſe then; when after this, immediately 
the Miniſters of State maintaining a due Con- 
cert with the Proteſtant Succeſſor, ſhall calm- 
ly and quietly give him Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown, upon the Foot of their own Meaſures, 
and then you will come to give Twenty per 
Cent. again for your Own Eftates: The Sum 
of the whole Matter is this. | 

{ would fain perſwade you to conſider theſe 
Things, and Study the Quiet and Security” of 
your Country; join with all them that join 
with you in the Intereſt of the Houſe of 
Hanover, and not put the Miniſtry to the 
neceſſity of ſaving you againſt your Wills, 
and convincing the Proteſtant Succeſlor, thar 
your Meaſures are Falſe, your Charge uponthe 
Miniſtry Groundleſs, and that byConſequence 
you are not the Party which he ought to de- 
pend upon. | 

have not room here to enter upon the laſt 
Head propos'd, (vix.) To Rewind you what 
an Imprudent and Unjuſtifiable Hazard, theſe 
things put your Country and Poſterity in; 
take them in a few Heads. (1.) The real 
Hazard to us of the Pretender from it all: 
Nothing but theſe Heats among us, giving 
him and his Party any Hopes. (2.) The _—_ 
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ard to your ſelves, in provoking the Govern® 
ment you thus oppoſe, to make uſe of, -and 
exert the Legal Power they are Veſted with; 
in Mortifying and Suppreſling you. (3.) The 
Hazard Poſterity ſhall run, by Bringing all 
your Intereſt, Friends, and Party, into 4 
Broil, even with the Succeſſor himſelf ; of all 
which, 1 ſhall take an Occaſion to Expoſtulate 
with you farther, as Opportunity offers. 
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